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“The expression of our are will be all the maore valid for all men the more it penetrates in the deep strata of the soul”

Hans Hartung

hortly before the triumph of Abstraction as an international trend, a group of artists headed by Van Doesburg proclaimed that the

arework should be formed and conceived by the spirit in a quest for absolute purity. Pictorial creation should not receive any input

from the formal elements of natuse or of sensibility. This marked the inauguration of the period of pure painting, of the construction
of the spiric-form.

At a later stage, Hans Harrung, an arrist who continued along the line proposed by Kandinsky in his early period (expressionist and
Iyrical abstraction), assigned greater importance to fantasy than to the purely rational element, His discourse consisted in the rendering
of emotional interiors through a consistent plastic vision. He highlighted the value of spontancity, improvisation, randomness and
ambiguity, constituting a reaction against the formalism of the construetive trends.

With Abstract Art, the United States entered the mainstream of Art History, and after an eager search, New York became a school similar
to the School of Paris. “Abstract Expressionism’, the name already employed to categorize the works of Kandinsky, was used to designare
the new art. The most original American creators adhered to the principle thar proclaims thar it is licit to use freedom in all its forms in
order to create the exaltation of the vital and the instinctive, Jackson Pollock, Mark Rothko, and above all, Willem de Kooning with his
fabulous landscapes in which he combined abstraction and figuration, became the paradigms of this school.

Abstractionism constitutes a necessary chapter in the urgent valuing of Caribbean painting, Although there is consensus regarding
acceprance of this statement, it is also true that it requires thorough and serious analysis. With respect to non-figurative painting, fertile
. sediments born, in turn, from the nourishing sap derived from Torres Garcia’s symbolic geometricization, Wifredo Lam'’s singular
- surrealism, Mexican dynamic realism, and the Opric and Kinetic art pracriced by several Larin American masters, have accurnulared for
decades.

However, abstract art generated in the Spanish Caribbean evinces levels of excellence comparable to those of the best international
painting. This is a phenomenon that originated in the latc 1940s and has progressed at an accelerated pace. A large number of painters
and sculprors base their poetics on the heterodox assimilation of this trend. An insistence on the urilization of resources wich a strong
gestural content derived from Abstract Expressionism and in which the symbolic potentiality of the stroke coalesces with chromaric
stridency and the freedom of blots may be clearly perceived.

In the course of his artistic carcer, Diego Jacobson (Argentina, 1964), a resident in Puerto Rico for more than fifreen years, has lived plastic
adventures and the audacity of novelty and experimentarion with intensity. The accelerated rate of his pictorial output is the result of his
passion for the process of ereation, since he extraordinarily enjoys cvery stage of it, from the application of the brushstroke to the texturing
of the support. From the outser of his career in 1999, after he had obtained a Master's Degree in Practical Spirituality from the Peace
Theological Seminary in Los Angeles, California, his stylistic itinerary has included fruitful stops and swift deparrures towards new stages,







